
PROMOTION RECOMMENDATION 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

MEDICAL SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL MEDICINE 

DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY 

Robert P. Dickson. M.D., assistant professor of internal medicine, Department of Internal 
Medicine, and assistant professor of microbiology and immunology, Department of 
Microbiology and Immunology, Medical School, is recommended for promotion to associate 
professor of internal medicine, with tenure, Department of Internal Medicine, and associate 
professor of microbiology and immunology, without tenure, Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology, Medical School. 
Academic Degrees: 
M.D. 2007 
B.A. 2000 

Professional Record: 
2019-present 

2015-present 

2014- 2015 

Summary of Evaluation: 

Duke University 
St. John's College 

Assistant Professor of Microbiology and Immunology, 
University of Michigan 
Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine, 
University of Michigan 
Clinical Lecturer of Internal Medicine, University of Michigan 

Teaching: Dr. Dickson teaches the Introduction to Respiratory sequence and Core Internal 
Medicine rotation to medical students along with a class entitled Teaching Science to Scientists 
which is a component of the Empowering Educators elective. He hosts a how to series to residents, 
a boot camp for pulmonary fellows covering topics such as tuberculosis and ventilator-associated 
pneumonia and a core research series grant writing seminar. Dr. Dickson teaches lung microbiome 
at post-graduate courses, including the American Thoracic Society and European Respiratory 
Society International conferences. Dr. Dickson is an effective teacher, as is evidenced through 
several teaching awards, including the Outstanding Teacher Award presented by the pulmonary 
and critical care fellows, the H. Marvin Pollard Award for Outstanding Teaching of Residents, and 
a special recognition for his contributions to the House Officer Teaching Program. Dr. Dickson 
serves as the associate program director for research within his division and provides mentorship 
and training to fellows progressing in the research training portion of their program. 

Research: Dr. Dickson is a recognized leader in the study of lung microbiome and the 
microbiome's role in critical illness. He is considered a field-leading expert in microbiology, 
which benefits multiple disciplines, including respiratory pathophysiology, basic microbiology, 
clinical microbiology, critical care medicine and infectious diseases. Dr. Dickson has published 
more than 50 peer-reviewed articles and has been invited to present his research on 29 occasions 
regionally, nationally and internationally. He has been well funded for his research through the 
National Institutes of Health, the Department of Defense and institutional grants. His research 
excellence has been recognized through numerous awards, including the Bruce C. Richardson 
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clinician scientist and you are fortunate to have him in your ranks. He represents the University 
of Michigan with class and distinction. This should be an easy decision for the committee." 

Summary of Recommendations: ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg
Dr. Dickson is an outstanding clinician scientist who is making broad strides in the study of lung 
microbiome. His team science approach in providing methodological and clinical expertise to 
several disciplines strengthens the understanding of pulmonary and immunology and influences 
others to apply these concepts to their own research. I am pleased, therefore, to recommend   
Robert P. Dickson, M.D. for promotion to associate professor of internal medicine, with tenure, 
Department of Internal Medicine, and associate professor of microbiology and immunology, 
without tenure, Department of Microbiology and Immunology, Medical School.

Marschall S. Runge, M.D., Ph.D. 
Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs 
Dean, Medical School 
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